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Leaders of the New York Public Transit Association are asking for more state operating aid in this year’s budget, and
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Upstate transit leaders think ride-hailing surcharge would work for
them, too
By JIMMY VIELKIND | 01/23/2018 05:06 AM EST

ALBANY — If you’re going to tax ride-hailing services to boost mass transit, why not do it

statewide?
Leaders of the New York Public Transit Association are asking for more state operating aid in this
year’s budget, and they’re suggesting a surcharge on ride-hailing trips as a new, reliable revenue
service.
A panel appointed by Gov. Andrew Cuomo suggested exactly that for for-hire vehicles in
Manhattan, which the governor and the panel say is a principal cause of higher traffic congestion in
the densest parts of New York City. The money would be directed to the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.
“The transit systems in upstate New York and the non-MTA bus systems are the same as the MTA
— there’s not been enough investment,” said Bill Carpenter, president of Regional Transit Service
in Rochester.
Upstate transit systems receive about $204.6 million each year in operating assistance, and
downstate systems around $313.8 million. The Democratic governor proposed an $11 million
increase for downstate and a $2 million increase upstate; Carpenter wants to see the funding
increased by $50 million overall.
He and Carm Basile, executive director of the Capital District Transportation Authority, pointed to
ride-hailing — which was legalized outside of New York City last year.
“I think that’s a good first place to start,” Basile said. “We can’t respond to consumer demand. …
We’re hog-tied to the system we have regardless of the growth we’ve generated in the last five
years.”
While proposals in late 2016 and 2017 included a carve-out for transit systems, state lawmakers
last year directed all tax revenue from the 4 percent charge on ride-hailing trips to the state’s
general coffers.
For-hire cars in New York City do not pay a dedicated transit surcharge as yellow taxis do, but are
subject to state and local sales tax.
Neither Carpenter nor Basile would comment on a proposal from gubernatorial candidate Joel
Giambra to fund transit systems by legalizing and taxing recreational marijuana.
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